
 

  Summer 2015 

July: Visit New Life Bible Church in Yakima, WA at 11:45AM on Sundays. 

Encourage & pray for the people at Iglesia Biblica Vida Nueva this summer. 

August: Visit Sinai Bible Church in Tieton, WA at 6:30PM on Sundays.  

Encourage & pray for the people at Iglesia Biblica Sinai this summer. 

September 24 at 6:00PM: CrossLink Board Meeting  

Pray for our Board as we seek to make all of our deeds about following Jesus! 

November 10, 2015 at 6:00PM: CrossLink Appreciation Dinner & Dessert  

All friends of CrossLink are invited to a free dinner and ministry update. 

Date to be Determined: CrossLink’s Multicultural Ministry Conference  

Speaker & Pastor Mark Deymaz, an author on leading diverse and multiethnic 

congregations, will speak about building multiethnic ministry throughout our 

communities and churches. 
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coming soon >>> 

in this issue >>> 

CrossLink Appreciation Dinner >>> 

In the Next Issue 

Save the Date! 
CrossLink’s Annual 
Appreciation Dinner 
November 10, 2015 

6:00PM  
You are all invited to attend our Annual 

Appreciation Dinner & Dessert where we will 

highlight our ministry through the stories of 

those involved in our projects and planted 

churches. We also share opportunities to 

volunteer and to give financially.  

Come join us for dinner and dessert!! 

José Contreras, Newest CrossLink Board Member 

Dental Van Update 

Missionary Reports 

Multicultural Ministry Conference 

Annual Appreciation Dinner 

 

 

New Board Member 

Iglesia Biblica Sinai Testimony 

Concert of Prayer Update 

Dental Van 

Praise the LORD, all nations!  

Extol him, all peoples!  

For great is his steadfast love toward us,  

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.  

Praise the Lord!     Psalm 117: 1-2 ESV 

events upcoming 

Cross 
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Crossing Cultural Lines to Link People to the Cross 

The CrossLink Board welcomes José 

Contreras to the team as its newest 

member, José brings a unique multicultural 

perspective on relationships, work, and life 

to the ministry.  

In many ways, José has always been a part 

of the CrossLink ministry – starting with 

his family’s involvement in planting  

Iglesia Biblica Vida Nueva (IBVN) and 

then later participating in short-term 

missions and local outreach events. José  

Church for 6 years and a reason why he 

became an elementary school teacher. 

José teaches at Garfield Elementary, the 

same school that he attended as a child. 

Although born in the United States, José 

was viewed as a Mexican growing up and 

he wrestled with his identity and where he 

belonged in a multicultural environment. 

Garfield Elementary is a predominantly 

Hispanic school, and every day, he sees 

school children struggling with a similar 

believes that because of 

the ministry of CrossLink, 

his family became 

Christians and their lives 

changed – especially 

through the discipleship of 

Elias Garcia who was 

pastoring IBVN at that 

time and Malcolm Hanks,  

an IBVN elder and former 

youth leader. 

José remembers Malcolm 

asking him about being a  
part of the youth ministry at IBVN, “Did 

you get anything out of what we did? Did 

it produce anything?” For José, it produced 

everything and the biblical life lessons that 

he learned as a youth at IBVN, he holds 

near and dear to his heart. José experienced 

what it means to have good role models 

that share God’s love and it changed the 

outcome of his life during a time when he 

had to do a lot of growing up. It is one 

reason why José and his wife Heather have 

led in youth ministry at Ahtanum Pioneer  

experience. As a 

professional, he has the 

opportunity to help 

children figure out what 

they need in order to be 

successful at academics 

and life, but on a 

spiritual level he hopes 

that the kids will 

remember that something 

was different about Mr. 

Contreras and he wants 

them to know that it was  

 Christ’s love shown to them through his 

life. Likewise, as a teen church leader, José 

wants to encourage kids to follow biblical 

teaching, but also wants to be a good role 

model and point them to God’s love during 

an impressionable time in their lives when 

they too have to grow up fast. Whether 

serving as a youth leader or with 

CrossLink, José sees his role as an 

opportunity to be obedient to Christ and 

share God’s love. 

 

 

CrossLink Dental Van 

CrossLink Dental Van 

http://www.crosslink.info/
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Iglesia Biblica Sinai 

prayer >>> 

Mexico 
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Thank you to Eva Palafox for sharing her personal story of hope in Christ! 

My name is Eva Palafox and I'm from 

Jalisco, Mexico. I thank God for letting me 

share my testimony and I hope it is a 

blessing in the lives of others. 

Before knowing Christ, I did what I was 

told. I practiced a religion, but did not have a 

real and personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. For many years, I visited the 

Christian church and then I walked away 

from God and returned to the same place, 

following the same religious and worldly 

traditions and practicing the things of the 

world – things that never filled the void that 

was in my heart. I experienced much sadness 

in my marriage and there were fights and 

arguments every day. My attitude was one of 

violence and my speech always hurt others 

and put them on the defensive. 

While I was at the food bank, I met Sister 

Dina Aguilar and she wondered if I was a 

Christian. When I said no, she invited me to 

the church and God started dealing with my 

life and I had an opportunity to seek God. 

Dina always called me by phone to invite me 

to church, but obstacles were always in the 

way, until one day I made the decision to go 

to church and it was a very special 

experience for me. 

I felt a little nervous going to church, but at 

the same time, I felt happy to be praising the 

Lord. I thank God for the Aguilars who have 

helped me in my spiritual growth. 

On my second visit to the church, four of my 

daughters and I responded to the Pastor’s 

call to receive Christ as our Savior and Lord. 

Since that time, we have been faithful in 

attending services and are very thirsty to 

learn more about God. Now I understand 

how sad it is to live without God and without 

hope. Because now I belong to the family of 

God, where I can find support and 

encouragement at all times.  

After we accepted Christ, we decided to be 

baptized as a witness to having accepted 

Christ. Christ totally changed our lives. Our 

way of speaking and thinking is different 

now and I thank God for the work He is 

doing in my family. 

Now my purpose is to please the Lord and 

never return to the life we lived before we 

met Christ as Lord. I ask you to pray for 

God’s grace to reach my entire family, so 

that we can all be part of the family God. 

 Pray for the Palafox family as they 
grow in Christ’s transforming love 
and that their whole family will be 
saved. 
 

 Continue praying for Iglesia Biblica 
Sinai and for those at our services – 
which are on Sundays at 6:30PM 
during the summer season and on 
Wednesdays 6:30PM.  
 

 Continue praying for our CrossLink 
missionaries, Juan & Dina Aguilar, 
as they disciple believers and work 
with the church to evangelize our 
community and motivate others 
towards discipleship in Christ.  

 

mission project report>>> 

Multicultural Ministry 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you.  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ESV 

testimony >>> 

fundraising >>> 

CrossLink partnered with the efforts of West Side Church of Yakima to facilitate a Leader’s 

retreat in Baja, Mexico on June 27-July 3, 2015. The Baja Leader’s retreat is similar to the 

Leader’s Retreat that we facilitate each November in Central Mexico.  

 Pray that this time of encouragement, teaching, and fellowship with the 16 pastors and their 

families will renew their strength for ministry and service among the indigenous people working in 

the agricultural industries of Baja, Mexico. 

Roberto speaking at Iglesia Biblica Sinai 

Baptisms with the Palafox family & Pastor Juan 

May 2015 

The Palafox Family 

Worship Service at Iglesia Biblica Sinai 

Othello Mixtec Pastor Search 
Pastor Elias Garcia, one of our CrossLink Board Members, will be working with Baja Bible 

Institute to recruit a missionary pastor for a church plant in Othello, WA. Students from all over 

Mexico study at this college to become pastors, missionaries, and church leaders – including 

students that speak Mixtec. Many of you have volunteered with ministry projects in Othello and 

know that one of our unique challenges with starting a church in Othello is a language barrier – 

much of the community speaks the Mixtec language. 

 Pray for a missionary pastor that speaks Mixtec to be called by God to live and work among the 

Mixtecs in Othello.  

 Pray that the Gospel message will be preached in the heart language of the Mixtecs in our Valley. 

Dental Van Progress & Planning 
One of our ongoing projects is remodeling a Dental Van that can be used by CrossLink and other 

mission organizations in Mexico where it will be housed. After reviewing parts and labor cost 

estimates for fixing structural damage in Yakima, we realized this project was not economically 

feasible unless we move it to Mexico for repairs. 

 Pray for funding for the cost of structural repairs, gas & lodging for volunteers, and international 

paperwork costs to transfer the Dental Van to our partner charity in Mexico.  

 Pray for finalizing details and equipment with local dentists before moving the vehicle to Mexico.  

 Pray for volunteers who would be willing to drive a dismantled Dental Van to Mexico. 

Panel of local ministry leaders addressing multicultural ministry:  
Enedo Garza, Manual Luquin, Al Martinsen, José Contreras, Malcolm Hanks, Gustavo Carvajal, & Kevin Deyette 

Pastor Elias Garcia & Worship Team 

Concert of Prayer 
Thank you for all your prayers leading up to 

the Solemn Assembly: a concert of prayer 

based on Joel 2:12-17. We had about 90 

people attend this event who were ready to 

learn and engage in multicultural ministry 

at their own churches. 

Our panel of local church leaders engaged 

in a lively dialogue about multicultural 

ministry from a biblical and personal 

perspective.  

 

Diversity 
Pastor Elias Garcia started the discussion by 

acknowledging that diversity is God’s idea 

and it is meant to bring a response to God. 

Christ’s finished work makes us one body, 

but it does not eliminate the diversity 

among us.  

After the event, people approached 

CrossLink with the question, “This is a 

great start, but what happens next?”  

The worship team led a bilingual worship service that combined 

both Spanish & English music. At the end, the different groups 

merged into a unified body of diverse believers to pray! 

 

 

Next Steps 
Start praying now for a weekend conference on building multicultural 

ministry throughout our communities. Speaker & Pastor Mark 

Deymaz will lead the conference. Look for more information soon! 


